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ABSTRACT 

In 1972 American universities will confer 33,700 
doctorates. An essential feature of the process which leads to the 
doctorate is the submission and defense of a dissertation. The 
doctoral dissertation must embody the results of extended research, 
be an original contribution to knowledge and include material worthy 
of publication. It is surprising, therefore, that "Dissertation 
Abstracts," the primary source of abstracts of dissertations is 
usually overlooked in reports of English-language abstracting and 
indexing services. This study provides empirical data about the 
dissertation as an information source. It assesses diffusion and 
assimilation patterns of dissertation contents. The assessment was 
based upon an analysis of patterns of (1) diffusion of dissertation 
contents in the open literature of botany, chemical engineer irg , 
chemistry and psychology and (2) assimilation of dissertation 
contents from the original format as reflected by citations to the 
dissertation itself. It includes a literature review, a description 
of research design and methodology, an analysis of collected data 
noting similarities and dissimilarities, and a presentation of 
conclusions and implications drawn from the investigation. The 
chapters are supplemented by data presented in the Appendix. 
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INTRODUCTION 



In 1972 American universities will confer 33,700 doctorates.^ 
Excluded from this recent projection by the National Science Foundation 
are first professional degrees at the doctoral level, e.g. , M.D. , D.D.S., 
and J.D. 

In the process that leads to conferring of the doctorate (Ph.D. 
or D.Ed. , for example) an essential feature Is the submission and defense 



of a dissertation. The dissertation, 
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a substantial paper that Is submitted to the faculty of a university 
by a candidate for an advanced degree that Is typically based on 
Independent research and that If acceptable usu. gives evidence of 
a candidate *s mastery both of his own subject and of the scholarly 
method, 2 

Is the capstone of a long and Intensive period of academic training. 

University graduate catalogs and bulletins underline the 
importance of the dissertation. While the precise description may vary 
from Institution to Institution, the essence of most Is typified by the 
following statement. 

The doctoral dissertation must embody the results of extended 
research, be an original contribution to knowledge and Include 



^ •1969 and 1980, Science & Engineering Doctorate Supply & 
Utilization . NSF 71-20 (Washington, D.C.: National Science Foundation, 

1971), p. 26. 

^Webster's Third New International Dictionary of the English 
Language. Unabridged (Springfield, Mass.: 6. & C. Merriam & Co., 1961) 

p. 656. 
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